VETS  ASK: 


1868  "  Amnesty  for  rebels 
1974  "Amnesty  for  resisters 


On  July  4,  1868  President  Andrew  Jolmson  pardoned  all  participants  in  "the  late  rebellion". 
After  the  Civil  Var,  America  was  willing  to  forgive  and  forget  the  crime  of  taking  up  arms 
against  the  government.  Similar  amnesties  can  be  documented  following  the  ^fhiskey  Rebellion 
(1795),  the  ¥ar  of  1812,  the  Spanish— American  War,  World  Wars  I  &  II  and  Korea.  That  was 
amnesty — to  forgive  and  forget. 

In  1974  the  resistors  who  were  the  conscience  of  the  United  States  during  the  criminal 
war  in  Vietnam  ask  not  for  forgiveness  and  should  not  be  forgotten.  Amnesty  in  1974  means 
that  we  accept  these  men  back  with  full  recognition  of  the  courageous  and  perilous  stand 
they  took.  Their  "crime"  was  being  right! 


Still  others  saw  the  criminal  nature  of  the  war  and  deserted  the  military,  becoming 
exiles  abroad  or  exiles  underground  here  at  home. 

(3).  Wlio  are  the  victims  of  the  war?  All  resisters  were  victimized  by  the  Indochina 
War.  They  paid  with  interrupted  lives,  broken  careers,  public  contempt,  surveillance, 
harrassment,  expensive  trials  and  often  jail. 

Additionally,  many  GI's,  though  not  conscius  resisters,  were  victimized  by  the  war  and 
need  anmesty*  Behind  a  large  proportion  of  the  560,000  bad  discharges,  1961—19  ^  ^ 

conflicts  of  millions  of  ordinary  young  Americans  with  the  militaiy  on  three  fronts. 

First,  unreasonable  military  discipline,  unquestioned  in  a  war  of  self-defense,  became 
unbearable  in  this  war  against  a  remote  people  who  did  not  threaten  our  nation.  Low  mora  e 
demolished  discipline,  accounting  for  thousands  of  courts  martial  for  minor  infractions. 

Second,  the  same  low  morale,  combined  with  cheap  drugs  available  to  GI's,  enmeshed 
scores  of  thousands.  Many  were  court— martial led.  Others,  not  court— martial led,  si  s  er 
as  addicts. 


Veterans  for  Peace,  like  most  Americans,  want  no  more  Vietnams.  Until  the  US  faces  the 
fact  that  this  war  was  a  criminal  adventure,  we  are  in  constant  danger  of  being  dragged  into 
future  Vietnams.  To  give  amnesty  to  the  resisters  is  to  announce  that  we  have  learned  the 
lesson  of  Vietnam.  Therefore,  the  fight  for  amnesty  is  the  fight  to  prevent  future  Vietnams. 

Why  have  the  Administration,  the  Pentagon  and  their  industrial  allies  desperately  tried 
to  belittle  the  motives  and  minimize  the  numbers  of  the  resisters  and  victims.  They  have 
attempted  to  create  the  impression  that  "only  a  few  hundred. . .who  chose  to  desert  the  United 
States  or  to  break  the  law  by  dodging  the  draft"  would  be  affected  by  amnesty. 


Third,  though  racism  is  traditional  within  the  military,  the  conduct  of  the  Indochina 
War  was  racism  paralleled  only  by  the  genocide  of  American  Indians.  Would  the  US  have  conducted 
such  a  war  in  Europe?  Minority  GI's,  seeing  the  connection,  rebelled  in  many  ways,  resulting 
in  thousands  of  courts  martial  and  bad  discharges. 

Lastly,  we  miist  include  the  immediate  family  members  of  all  these  victims,  who  suffer 
along  with  them.  Not  to  mention  the  families  of  the  dead,  for  whom  there  can  be  no  amnesty, 
and  of  the  wounded,  for  whom  amnesty  requires  far  more  than  a  decree. 


We  as  veterans  know  that  this  is  the  latest  lie  used  to  sell  the  war  to  the  American 
public.  With  as  many  as  800,000  resisters  and  other  victims  who  need  amnesty  (see  box  at 
right)  (note  to  ad  signers:  at  this  point  in  the  text  there  will  be  inserted  a  box  with  the 
most  accurate  possible  breakdown  of  figures  on  different  categories  of  resisters  and  victims), 
the  total  number  of  Americans  affected  may  reach  3  million,  immediate  families  included. 

Like  most  Americans,  Veterans  for  Peace  now  realize  that  we  and  our  elected  representa¬ 
tives  permitted  the  Administration,  the  military  and  other  "exjperts"  to  usurp  Congress's 
constitutional  right  to  decide  questions  of  war  and  peace.  The  resisters  were  vanguard 
citizens  who  put  their  lives  on  the  line  opposing  the  military  juggernaut.  The  fight  for 
their  amnesty  is  the  fight  to  cut  the  military  down  to  size.  Only  then  can  we  vinite  our 
country  behind  a  sensible  system  of  priorities,  limiting  the  militaiy  appetite  for  power, 
money  and  bodies. 

Unlike  most  Americans,  Veterans  for  Peace  (being  veterans)  are  familiar  with  three 
aspects  of  the  US  military  machine  and  its  use  in  Indochina: 

(1) .  Who  fought  the  war?  At  first  it  was  the  poor  who  had  joined  the  military  in 
peactime,  notably  its  extra— pay  elite  units,  to  escape  unemployment  at  home.  Especially  if 
home  was  the  ghetto,  barrio  or  reservation.  As  these  elite  units  were  decimated  and  more 
bodies  were  needed,  the  military  filled  the  ranks  with  draftees.  Now  it  was  the  poor  and 
the  sons  of  workers.  They  weren't  favored  by  college  deferments,  expert  anti-draft 
counselling,  resources  to  emigrate  and  relatives  in  high  places. 

(2) .  Who  resisted  the  war?  Not  a  few  hundred,  but  scores  of  thousands  of  young  Americans 
fought  to  stop  the  criminal  Indochina  War, 

Some  resisted  the  draft  by  not  registering,  refusing  to  report  for  induction,  fighting 
for  conscientious  objector  status  and  leaving  the  country. 

Others  raised  a  history-making  storm  of  anti-war  protest  within  the  military.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  GI's  were  active  in: 

**Publishing  over  200  underground  anti-war  newspapers  on  their  bases  worldwide, 
including  Vietnam  itself. 

**Marching  in  anti-war  demonstrations;  Armed  Forces  Day,  1971  alone  involved 
thousands  of  anti-war  GI  marchers  nationwide. 

**CircuIating  anti-war  petitions  signed  by  thousands  of  courageous  GI's. 

**Patronizing  in  throngs  dozens  of  anti-war  GI  coffee  houses. 

♦^Challenging  the  war  in  numerous  Federal  Court  suits. 

♦♦Refusing  orders  for  training,  shipment  to  Indochina,  and  combat  orders  in  Indochina. 

♦♦Turning  attempts  of  the  military  to  stifle  anti-war  dissenters  through  courts- 
martial  into  major  anti-war  demonstrations  and  victories. 


THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  - 

FULL  AND  IMMEDIATE  AMNESTY 

We,  the  undersigned  veterans,  call  for  courageous  action  from  the  Congress.  We  demand 
that  Congress  act,  because  the  Administration  won't. 

We,  the  undersigned  veterans,  demand  passage  of  a  law  upgrading  all  discharges  immediately 
to  honorable.  This  means  that  no  veteran  will  face  a  job  market  from  which  he  is  excluded. 

This  does  not  imply  that  sentences  for  crimes  recognized  by  civilian  courts  should  not  be 
served.  However,  the  GI  should  receive  an  honorable  discharge  after  completing  the  sentence. 

It  does  mean  that  all  sentences  for  resisters  be  commuted  to  time  served. 

We,  the  undersigned  veterans,  demand  passage  of  a  law  for  blanket  amnesty  of  all  draft 
resisters.  This  means  immediately  releasing  those  in  prison,  expunging  all  criminal  hecords, 
dropping  all  pending  indictments  and  welcoming  back  all  those  in  exile,  underground  at  home, 
or  abroad. 

We,  the  undersigned  veterans,  demand  that  in  order  to  heal  the  wounds,  all  those  who 
deserted  the  armed  forces  in  resistance  to  the  war  should  be  restored  without  prosecution 
to  their  full  rights  as  citizens. 

We,  the  undersigned  veterans,  urge  all  Americans — ^veterans  and  non-veterans  alike — 
to  join  us  in  putting  constant  pressure  on  Congress  until  these  demands  are  met.  In  1974 — 
an  election  year — ^we  must  drive  home  to  every  Congressional  incumbent  and  candidate  that 
amnesty  may  be  the  price  of  election.  Voter  action  now  will  mean  a  January  Congress  with  the 
courage  to  act! 

******************************** 

The  above  text,  with  the  signatures  of  hopefully  about  1,000  veterans  of  the  US  armed  forces 
and  a  "What  you  can  do"  box  on  possible  amnesty  activities  will  be  placed  as  a  full-page  ad  in 
the  Review  of  the  Week  section  of  the  New  York  Times  on  Sunday,  October  13,  1974,  at  the  peak 
of  the  Congressional  election  campaign.  We  urgently  request  every  veteran  who  is  for  full 
amnesty  to  sign  it  and  circulate  additional  copies  for  signature.  We  urge  every  non-veteran 
who  is  for  full  amnesty  to  circulate  copies  for  signature  by  veterans.  $12,000.00  will  be 
needed  to  pay  for  the  ad  and  circulation  expenses,  so  every  vet  and  non-vet  who  supports  the 
ad  will  have  to  dig  deep  as  they  can  so  that  it  can  be  nm.  We  may  not  be  able  to  get  all 
the  names  of  signers  actually  printed  due  to  the  length  of  the  text,  and  priority  will  be 
given  to  Vietnam  Vets  and  those  who  come  up  with  substantial  funds  toward  publication.  Please 
use  the  coupon  at  right  to  send  in  your  support  for  the  ad — signature,  funds,  request  for 
extra  copies,  etc.  With  everyone  pitching  in  we  can  make  a  significant  impact  on  the  new 
Congress,  with  press  conferences,  speeches  in  Congress,  newspaper-radio-TV  interviews  tied 
in  and  a  more  detailed  pamphlet  on  amnesty  offered  in  the  ad.  Let's  get  going!! 
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